14 July 1836.-7 Will. IV. 




B ILL 

For the Regulation of the Medical Charities 
supported by County Assessments in Ireland. 



[Note.' — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee.] 



it is expedient to make provision for the esta- 
blishment of Dispensaries, Infirmaries, Fever Hospitals and 
As3'1udis for Incurables, wherever the same may be needed in Ireland, 
and for the good regulation thereof} I5(l£ it tScfefOVC dEnacttlf, by The 
g king’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and 
Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this 
present Parliament asseinbled, and by the Authority of the same, ^ 
THAT all monies raised by any Rate or Cess for the erection, sup- MiRutesfor 
port and maintenance of Dispensaries, Infirmaries, Fever Hospitals or 
10 Houses of Industry in Ireland, after the Second Assizes or presenting 

term in the year One thousand eight hundred and Thirty-seven, shall be fo this 

raised and applied conformably to the provisions of this Act. 



And be it Enacted, That the Board of Commissioners for the Poor <3enei>al Su- 

poriutendence 

of Ireland, constituted by and acting in execution of an Act of the of Mescal 
15 present Session of Parliament, intituled, “ An Act to provide for the vested in tic 
Division of Ireland into Districts, forthe purpose of Local Assessment, 
and to give Relief in certain cases to the Poor within such Districts,” 
shall hereafter exercise a general superintendence over all Infirmaries, 

Fever Hospitals, Dispensaries, Lunatic Asylums and Asylums for In- 
20 curables throughout Ireland, and shall, after the passing of this Act, 
perforin all such duties relating thereto as are by this Act imposed 
upon them. 

442. A And 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





3 - 

Appointment 
ot inspectore 
of Medical 
Institutions. 



4 - 

Removal of 
Inspectors. 



Salaiies of 
Inspectors. 



6 . 

Court of Rxa- 
miuers to 
Qscertaui qua- 
liiicatioii of 
Medical 
OfBcei-s. 



7 - 

Inspectoi'a 

f ii-onibited 
rom taking 
Fees, 



s. 

Division of 
Counties into 
Hospital and 
Dispensory 
Districts. 



( 2 ) 

And it shall be lawful for the Hoard lo appoint a number, not ex- 
ceeding Four, of persons belonging to tlie medical profession, and 
duly qualified, to act as Inspectors of medical institutions throughout 
Ireland; and 0 /ze or more of such Inspectors shall at least Once'm 
every year visit, and locally inquire into all the circumstances connected 5 
with every Dispensary, Infirmary, Fever Hospital, Lunatic Asylum, and 
Asylum for Incurables supported by local rate in Ireland, and make 
a special report to the Board upon each such institution. 

And it shall be lawful for the Board from time to time to remove 
.such Inspectors, and to appoint other Inspectors in their stead. jq 

And the salaries of such Inspectors shall not exceed Slv hundred 
Pounds per annum for each Inspector, and shall be paid by the Board • 
and the travelling expenses of such Inspectors shall also be paid by 
the Board, and such salaries and travelling expenses shall form a part 
of the incidental expenses of the Board. 

And it shall be lawful for the Board to employ Two or more of such 
Inspectors, together with such other competent persons as the Board 
shall appoint, as u Court of Examiners, to report upon the qualifica- 
tions of persotis appointed to medical situations whose competency the 
Board is by this Act hereinafter required to ascertain. 20 

And such Inspectors shall not themselves be attached to or in any- 
W'ise interested in any of the institutions as aforesaid supported by local 
rate, or derive arjy pecuniary emolument therefrom^ or from the per- 
formance of any duty imposed upon them by this Act, other than the 
salary hereinbefore provided ; and any Inspector taking any fee or 25 
remuneration, other than such salary and travelling expenses, for the 
performance of any duty imposed upon him by this Act, shall for every 
such offence forfeit the sum of Fifty Pounds, and shall be for ever 
after incapable of holding any ailuation under the Board, or in any 
institution to which this Act refers. 30 

And the Board shall, w’ithin Twelve Months after {he passing of 
this Act, divide each county into Hospital and Dispensary Districts; 
and each Hospital District shall be formed by the union of such 
a number of the Poor Relief Districts described in the hereinbefore 
recited Act as to the Board shall seem most convenient, but so that 35 
each Hospital District shall contain a population of not more than 
Eighty thousand Persons nor less than Forty thousand Persons, ac- 
cording, to the census taken in pursuance of two several Acts passed 
in the fifty-fifth year of the reign of King George the Third, and in 
the first year of the reign of King WileiaM the Fourth ; and each 
Dispensary District shall be formed by the union of such number of 

Poor 
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Poor Relief Districts as shall lo the Board seem most convenient, but 
so that each Dispensary District shall contain a population of not less 
than Five thousand Persons nor more than Fifteen thousand Persons, 
according to the census as aforesaid. 

And there shall be in each Hospital District One Infirmary and One 
Fever Hospital, but not more, supported l>y local rate, as hereinafter 
provided j and in each Dispensary District there shall be One Dis- 
pensary supported by local rate as hereinafter provided, and not 
more than One. 



y- 

One rufir- 
}nniy and one 
Fcrer Hosj)!- 
tal to each 
Hospital Dis- 
trict, and one 
Dispensary to 
cacl\ Dis|}cn- 
saiy District. 



10 And the existing Infirmaries or Fever Hospitals in Ireland, which at PreK>*?infir- 
prcseiit are supported either in whole or in part by Grand Jury Pre- 
sentments, shall become District Infirmaries and District Fever Hosni- 

, . * DislTict. Infir- 

tals under this Act, and shall in all respects fall within the operation marks and 
of this Act as such ; and the property belonging thereto shall hei-e- Hospi- 

15 after vest in the Board, in the name of the Secretary. 



And for the proper inanagement of such Infirmaries and Fever A^>i)ointment 
Hospitals, the Wardens of the several Poor Relief Districts, composing .S^Spe^- 
each Hospital District, shall meet and elect an Hospital Committee; Seea.*"' 
and for the proper management of such Dispensaries, the Wardens 
20 and Councils of the several Poor Relief Districts composing each 
Dispensary District shall meet and elect a Dispensary Committee ; and 
each such Committee shall consist of not more than Fifteen Pei’sons, 
and not less than Seven Persons ; and the election of such Committees 
shall take place at such time and place ami shall be held in such man- 
25 iier as shall be appointed by the Board. 



And no person shall be eligible to be a Member ol‘sucli Committees Quftiifiaaion 
who is not a rate-payer under said Act, holding, i'f an occupier, pre- 
mises valued at Pounds per annum; or, if a landlord, or wDikt-a. 

intermediate lessee, unless he be liable to the payment of rates, by 
30 way of deduction from his rent, of Pounds per annum, or 

be a Subscriber of Three Pounds per annum for the ensuing year to 
the Infirmary, Hospital or Dispensary of the district respectively ; and 
if any such Subscriber be elected a member of such Committee, he 
shall at the time of his election be bound to produce the receipt of the 
35 County Treasurer for such subscription as a voucher for its payment. 



And each Hospital Committee chosen as hereinbefore provided shall Elections of 
continue in office for One Year, in every year except the first year of to ?Spke2 
its election, in which year such Hospital Committee shall continue to S'^moutilor 
act until the Fifth of February next ensuing after its eieciion; and F^ljmivry. 
each Dispensary Committee shall continue to act until the Tenth of 
Febi'uary next ensuing after its election, and if either of these days 
442. happen 
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happen Lo fall upon Simtlay, then until the days next ensuing, respec- 
tively ■ and in every succeeding year after the lirst, the election of ever 
Hospital Committee shall he held upon the Fifth of February/, and the 
election of every Dispensary Committee shall be held upon the Tenth 
of Febf'iia?'!/, subject to the like proviso in case Sunday shall fiill upon 
either of these days. 



And each Hospital and each Dispensary Committee shall, as soon as 
may be after its appointment, form an estimate of the amount which 
will probably be required for the maintenance throughout the year of 
the Infirmary, Fever Hospital or Dispensary of the district respectively, iq 
in which estimate shall be stated in detail all expenses that will pro- 
bably be incurred, whether for buildings, repairs, provisions, medicines 
salaries or other expenses incidental to such institutions, and shall 
transmit such estimate to the Board, signed by at least Five Members 
of each such Committee respectively ; and it shall be lawful for the 15 
Board either to approve such estimates or to amend tliem, and the 
estimates so approved or amended shall be signed by the Secretary 
of the Board, and shall be sealed with the seal of the Board, and shall 
be sent back to the respective Committees, who shall transmit the 
same to the Treasurer of the county, and such estimate so sealed and 20 
signed by the Board shall be a warrant to the Treasurer for the collec- 
tion of the amount specified tbei-ein and no greater amount; and it 
shall be lawful for such Treasurer to levy the amount so specified by 
a rate upon the Hospital and Dispensary Districts respectively ; and 
such rate shall be a poundage upon the property valued in the registers 2$ 
of the Poor Relief Disti icts, and the rate to be raised for the mainte- 
nance of the Infirmary and the Fever Hospital shall be an uniform 
poundage throughout the Hospital District, and the rate to be raised 
for the maintenance of the Dispensary shall be an uniform poundage 
throughout the Dispensary District ; and he shall issue his warrant to 30 
the Collectors of the several Poor Relief Districts composing the Hos- 
pital and Dispensaiy Districts, in ivhich warrant shall be stated the 
poundage rate to be levied throughout the whole Hospital or Dispensary 
District, and the gross sum to be levied within each Poor Relief District, 
which gross sum shall be ascertained by a reference to the amount of 35 
the property valued in the respective registers of the several Poor Relief 
Districts, and the several Collectors in such Poor Relief Districts shall 
collect such Hospital and Dispensary, rates at the same time with, and in 
all respects in like manner with the Poor Rate of the district, and for its 
collection the Collectors shall be subject to the same liabilities and shall 40 
enjoy the same powers of recovering the rate asunder the aforesaid Act 
are authorized for the collection of the Poor Rate, and the several Col- 
lectors shall pay over the total sum so'coilected by them to the Treasurer 
of the county, subject to the like deduction of Sixpence in the Pound, as 
a remuneration for the trouble of cdllection, as is allowed in the case 

•of 
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of llie Poor Rate; and tlic Treasurer of the county shall keep a sepa- 
rate account of the monies arising from such rate to the credit of each 
Hospital District and each Dispensary District witihn the county, and 
shall, out of the monies so lodged in his hands, honour the drafts of 
^ the Hospital and Dispensary Committees respectively: Provided each 
such draft bear the signature of at least Five Members of each such 
Committee. 

And the securities of the County Treasurers of the .several counties 
in Ireland shall be liable for the due care of the monies coming into 
10 their hands under the operation of this Act, and for the proper per- 
formance of their duties relating iliereto, in all respects in like manner 
as they are now liable in regard of monies levied under Grand Jury 
presentment. 

And every Hospital and Dispensary Committee shall, upon theexpira- 
lion of their year of office, prepare a statement in detail of the 
monies received, and expenditure on account of each such Hospital, In- 
firmary and Dispensary, respectively, and shall transmit one copy of such 
statement to the Board, and another copy tliereof to the Treasurer of the 
county, who shall cause the same to be printed in the County Books, and 
20 any balance outstanding shall be carried to the next year’.s account; and in 
case any Committee shall neglect to transmit such accounts it shall be 
lawful for the Board to fine each member of such Committee in a 
sum not exceeding Five Pounds. 

And the Board shall make such general regulations, respecting the 
25 medical cure of patients deriving medical aid from Infirmaries, Pever 
Hospitals and Dispensaries, and for the general management of such in- 
stitutions, and respecting the number of medical attendants to be em- 
ployed, and the duties to be required from them, as they shall think 
proper, and shall have power from time to time to alter such regulations. 

. 30 Provided always, That the total amount expended in salaries to 
medical attendants shall not exceed in each Ho.spital District tlie sum 
of Om hundred and fifhj Pounds per annum, and in each Dispensary 
District the sum of One hundred and twenty Pounds per annum : And 
provided also, That every medical atlendant to every medical institu- 
35 lion maintained under this Act shall reside vvithin the district for which 
such institution is supported. 

And the Hospital and Dispensary Committee of each District re- 
spectively shall nominate the medical attendants of the Hospital, Infir- 
mary and Dispensary of each such district, subject to the provisions 
herein enacted ; but no such medical attendant shall be considered 
as finally appointed to the care of any Fever Hospital, Infirmary or 
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Dispensary, nor shall bo entitled to receive any portion of the sala 
arising therefrom, until his nomination shall have been confirmed b 
the Board; and before the Board shair signify their confmnation of 
such nomination, they shall satisfy thetijselves, by cxamiuaiioii or other 
wise, that such ntedical attendant is duly qualified. 

And the appointment of each such medical attendant shall con- 
tinue in force for One Year only, and in case his conduct shall not 
give satisfaction, it shall be lawful i'or the Committee by whom lie has 
been a|ipointed, with the consent of the Board, to rcinovo such medical 
attendant, and to pay him only so tuucli of his salary as agreed upon m 
for the year, as shall be proimrtioiiatc to the time which shall have 
elapsed since his appointment. 

And it shall be lawful for the Board whenever any abuses may 
arise, or whenever the public convenience may require such a pro- 
ceeding, to break up and alter such Hospital and Dispensary Districts, ,5 
and to make new unions by uniting together the several Poor Relief 
Districts, under the limitation and direction hereinbefore provided. 

And in case the Wardens of the several Poor Relief Districts, 
comprising any such Hospital District, or in case the Wardens and 
Councils of the several Poor Relief Districts, comprising any such 20 
Dispensary District, shall neglect or refuse to elect an Hospital or 
Dispensary Committee for such Di.stricts respectively, orin case such 
Committees when chosen shall refuse or neglect to perform the duties 
by this Act imposed, in the manner hereinbefore provided, it shall be 
lawful for the Board to appoint a Committee for the management 25 
of the Infirmary, I'ever Hospital or Dispensary in any District 
so making default; and such Committee shall continue to act 
until the Fifth of February next ensuing, in any such Hospital 
District, and until the Fenth of February next ensuing, in any such 
Dispensary District ; and such CommiUee sluill have all the like 30 
powers and duties as if they had been duly chosen under the pro- 
visions of this Act. 

And it shall he lawful for the Ilospital and Dispensary Com- 
mittees to be elected as appointed under any Act, with the consent of 
the Board, to hold, rent, purchase, sell or demise, any lands, tenements 35 
or hereditaments the possession of wdiich may become necessary in 
carrying this Act into execution, but all property acquired for the pur- 
poses of this Act shall vest in the Board, and all conveyances or assign- 
ments of lands, tenements and hereditaments shall be made in the 
name of their Secretary. ^0 

And it shall be lawful for the Hospital Committees acting in exe- 
cution of this Act, with the consent of the Board, to borrow from 

^ the 
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the Commissioners acting in pursuance of an Act of the first and 
second year of His present Majesty’s reign, intituled, “ An Act for the 
Extension and Promotion of Public Works in Ireland,” such sums as 
may be required for building or enlarging or repairing any Infir- 
5 mary or Fever Hospital under this Act, or for the purchasing any 
lauds or tenements required for the purposes of this Act, giving, as 
a security for the repayment, a charge upon the Hospital Kate to 
be levied in the District. 

And notwithstanding any Acts now in force respecting Mouses of 
10 Industry, it shall be lawful for the Grand Juries of the several coun- 
ties in Ireland, with the consent of the Board, to apply Uie present 
Houses of Industry to the reception of idiots, epileptics, incurable 
lunatics, and other persons requiring medical supervision, and any 
Houses of Industry so applied shall hereafter be called Asylums for 
Incurables. 

And wherever by any Act now in force, authority is given to 
commit vagrants or other offenders to Houses of Industry as a prison 
or house of correction, such authority shall hereafter cease as to 
Houses of Industry, but shall be extended so as to allow persons who 
20 before this Act might be committed to any House of Industry, 
to be committed to the common bridewell, gaol or house of 
correction. 

And be it Enacted, That the Grand Jury of each county shall 
appoint a Committee, not exceeding FifLecn in number, nor less 
25 than Sevc 7 iy to manage such Asylum for Incurables, and the Trea- 
surer of the county shall be the Treasurer to such Asylum ; and 
all drafts for payments required for such Asylum shall be signed by 
at least Fhe Members of the Committee; and the Board shall 
make rules and regulations for the management of suclr Asylums. 

30 And it .shall be lawful for the Grand Jury of any county to raise 
money by Presentment, to be levied off the county at large, for the 
purpose of building and maintaining such an Asylum for Incurables 
where no Plouse of Industry at present exists which can be con- 
verted to this purpose, and to authorize the Committee appointed by 
35 them to purchase, with the consent of the Hoard, lands, tenements 
and hereditanaents for that purpose, and to contract for the build- 
ing of such Asylum, and to do all matters and things required for 
the establishment of such Asylum; but the property appertaining 
to such Asylum shall vest in the Board, and all conveyances or 
40 assignments of lands or tenements shall be made in the name of 
the Secretary of the Board ; and previous to each Assizes, an account 
of the expenditure during the preceding half-year just expired, toge- 
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ther witli an estimate, in detail, of .all the expenditure wliidi will be 
required dui-ing; tile ensuing half-year, .shall be prepared by the Coin 
mitlee of each A.syhim, and sliall be transmitted to tlie Board and 
I he Board shall either approve or anumd such estimate, and the esti 
mate so approved or amended shall be submitted to the Grand 
•Jury ; and it shall be lawful for the Grand Jury to present any sum ^ 
not exceeding the gross amount contained in that estimate as 
approved or amended by the Board, and such presentment shall be 
levied off the county at large. 

And after the passmg o/ihis Acf, the Inspectors appointed by tiie 10 
Board shall be the Inspectors of all district Lunatic Asylums 
supported by Presentment in Ireland, established under any 
Acts now in force, and siicli Inspectors shall have all the same 
powers relating to tlie inspection of such Lunatic Asylums as bv 
any Acts now in force relating to Lunatic Asylums are given to 15 
tlie Inspectors General of Ihisous. 

And at the First Assizes in the year Oni: thousand eight hundred 
and Thirty-seven, the Grand Jury of each county in Ireland con- 
tribming to the support of any district Lunatic Asylum shall ap- 
point i'lim’ Persons to act as the rcprcsentative .5 of such county on 20 
the Local Board of Management for such Lunatic Asylum, who shall 
have all the like powers and duties as are imposed upon the Gover- 
nors and Directors of sucli Lunatic A.sylnms appointed in pursuance 
of former Acts, and sliali, together with siicli Governors and Direc- 
tors, constitute the Local Board of Management for such Lunatic 25 
Asylum. 

And nothing m this Act contained shall be construed to apply 
to the District Lunatic Asylums of Ireland otherwise than is herein 
specially provided. 

And be it Enacted, That a quarterly retura of the state of dis- 30 
ease m each destnet, and of the number of patients to whom medical 
aid has been adraiui.stered in each of the Institutions aforesaid, 
shall be transmitted to the Board by the medical attendants altaclieJ 
to each such Institution, and a general abstract and summary of 
such returns, together with a general abstract and summary of the 35 
exponditure upon each class of the Medical Institution aforesaid, 
sliall be laid before Parliament in each year during its sitting. 

And where by tliis .Act any forfeiture or penalty is imposed, such 
forfeiture or penalty shall be recovered by the Collector of the Board 
m all respects in like manner as is provided in the hereinbefore re- 
cited Act for the llelief of the Poor. 

And 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




( 9 ) 

And where in this Act tlie word “ Board’’ is used, it sliall be con- jis|,w,'kv 
strucd to mean the Board of Commissioners for the Poor ; and where 
tjie word ’’ County” is used, it shail be construed to mean county, 
county of a city or county of a town ; and where power is given to 
5 any Grand Jury, the Siime power shall be transferred to any Fiscal 
Board for county purposes which may be hereafter substituted for 
the Grand Jury. 



442 . 
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